
MINUTES 
BROOKHAVEN BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 

JULY 11, 2016 
 

At 7:00 PM Council President Wilwert called the regularly scheduled meeting of Council to order. 
He welcomed all present and led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag. Mayor Hess read the name 
of those who passed away in June—John Wilwert’s sister-in-law Lucille Guasperini and Dana Kikut. Mayor 
Hess asked that the Police Officers who were recently killed in the line of duty—not only those from the United 
States but around the world, be remembered in the moment of silence. A moment of silence was observed.   
 
The record shows the meeting was held in Council Chambers at the Brookhaven Municipal Center,  
2 Cambridge Road, Brookhaven, PA 19015 and the following people were seated at the Council Table: 
(from my right to left): Ms. Sawicki,  Mr. Linowski, Mr. LaPera, Mrs. Fooks, Mr. Wilwert, Solicitor Maddren, 
Ms. Leslie, Mayor Hess, Mr. Donaway, Engineer Catania and Secretary McKinley.  
 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
 
Ms. Willoughby from 634 Creekside Drive spoke about an informational sign that Traditions at Ridley Creek 
had erected in front of their Clubhouse. The sign alerts the residents about meetings and other events going on 
in their gated community.  One of the neighbors took offense to the sign and called the Zoning Officer about it. 
Nothing was done regarding the sign in malice. Ms. Willoughby said they were unaware of the need for a 
Zoning and Sign Permit. The community needs the sign. Mr. LaPera said that the sign must be brought down to 
a size of 12 square feet to comply with zoning. The sign must be remade to comply with zoning. Right now it’s 
16 square feet. The Zoning Officer also has issues with the manner in which the sign opens. He recommends it 
opening on the side. Mr. LaPera said Traditions at Ridley Creek could apply for a Zoning Variance.  
Ms. Willoughby asked how much does it cost to have a Zoning Hearing. Mr. LaPera said Traditions at Ridley 
Creek is considered residential so it would be $350. She asked if they could get it for $0 because they are senior 
citizens. There are 140 units there, “we all pay our taxes and they are self-sufficient”. As far as services go, she 
said they do get fire and police protection. Mr. Maddren said that Council could waive the $350 fee for the 
Zoning Hearing. Mr. Linowski so moved and Ms. Sawicki made the second. Motion unanimously approved by 
Council.  
 
Janet Chism from 1123 Creekside Drive said she has previously spoken to Mayor Hess and Chief McGoldrick 
about a “little problem with a resident”. The problem resident lives next door to her at 1124 Creekside Drive. 
Chief McGoldrick said they are aware of mentally unstable the neighbor. He spoke about an instance where the 
Police had to break down her door to get in and she hasn’t called them since they had to break down her door. 
When she calls the police will respond. There will also be extra police patrols in the area. Her family is aware of 
her situation. Chief McGoldrick said that the Police Department is working with COSA,  Senior Victim 
Services and others. Mr. Maddren suggested Ms. Chism consult her attorney to see what can be done.  
Mr. Maddren also said that the Borough has an ordinance concerning disorderly neighbors. We can cite her for 
each occurrence and the fine can be $500 per citation. Fire Marshal, Charles Leslie, said he wants to be included 
in any meetings or correspondence involved with this situation. 
 
Stan Karlunas from 1121 Creekside Drive said he has two subjects to discuss this evening. The first is 
Traditions at Ridley Creek is having a problem working with contractors and pipelines representatives. He 
spoke about the “rip rap swale” Where the two residents near there park they need to put a railing or wall 
because during the extreme storm in June 2015 blocks were washed out. This is below the area where two 
residents normally park their vehicles. Mr. Karlunas said his main concern is stopping someone from going over 
the embankment. They have received estimates ranging from $24,000 to $75,000 to try to fix the problem. They 
want to put a drain and/or railing in but it would be on top of the pipelines. Mr. Karlunas invited Council and 
any other interested party over to Traditions to look at the problem. Mr. Karlunas asked Council to not “brush  
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us off”. How did it get approved in the first place? Mr. Karlunas said Mr. Catania is very prompt and comes out 
to Traditions whenever he is called. Mr. Wilwert asked Mr. Catania what the pipeline people are telling him. 
Mr. Catania said they are aware of the problem. They are sending it to their engineering departments. Mr. 
Wilwert asked if an on-site meeting with them would help. Mr. Catania said yes. Mr. Maddren said he would 
reach out to them and Mr. Catania will put a meeting together for the people at Traditions, himself, other 
Borough officials and the pipeline people.  
 
The second subject was that of big trucks coming down East Brookhaven Road making a lot of noise because 
they are using their Jake Brakes and brake retarders. Do we have an ordinance dealing with that? Can the 
Borough put up a sign that says these brakes are not permitted? Mr. Wilwert said that East Brookhaven Road is 
a State Highway and we will have to talk to them about it. 
 
Betty Kelley from 132 Creekside Drive asked Chief McGoldrick to join her at the podium. She said part of the 
reason for attending the meeting tonight was on behalf of one of her neighbors who wished to remain 
anonymous. Mrs. Kelley presented Chief McGoldrick with a check made payable to the Police Department in 
the amount of $2,000 from her neighbor. Chief McGoldrick asked Mrs. Kelley to thank the neighbor for her 
generous gift. 
 
A soft spoken resident with the first name of Lori from Williamson Avenue spoke to Council about the 
condition of the property her home backs up to. The property belongs to Hal Lindsay. A spray of some kind was 
used to kill the weeds and overgrowth near the fence which leached out on to her property and killed her 
flowers. One pass around the fence was cut and the rest of the property remains a mess. Mrs. Warfield said  
Mr. Lindsay has been given two citations. Mr. Donaway asked when it was cut. About two weeks ago.  
Mr. Lindsay told Mrs. Warfield it should have been done by now. Mr. Wilwert asked Mrs. Warfield to contact 
Solicitor Halligan who helps out with Board of Health related problems and ask him to call Mr. Lindsay. 
 
POLICE CHIEF’S REPORT – Chief McGoldrick 
 
Chief McGoldrick thanked the Brookhaven residents and businesses for their continued support of our Police 
Officers. They continually see the Support Signs, Blue Lights, donations and hand-waves. This means a lot to 
each officer. He asked that everyone keep Dallas and all police officers in their prayers. 
 
District Attorney Jack Whelan was present and spoke about the NARCAN Program instituted 2 years ago. 
Among other things, he said that Brookhaven was one of the first Police Departments to come on board with it. 
He said Brookhaven has a wonderful police department. He gave credit to Council and the Mayor for this. 
 
Chief McGoldrick and Mayor Hess gave out the following meritorious Awards. Before starting, Mayor Hess 
said our hearts go out for the police in Dallas. The police, fire and ambulance people are out there saving lives. 
If anyone sees any “quirky situation” don’t hesitate to call 9.1.1. He sent a message out to all of our police 
officers that read “Memo To Officers Vigilance!!!! All Officers…You are hereby ordered to make sure you go 
home to your families every night…In light of recent events, please make sure you “Back” each other up on 
“calls”. It’s obvious now that POLICE are now victims of “AMBUSH” so please make sure you go to calls 
together. Especially calls that may seem out of the norm. Also if you have a Black badge band, you are 
encouraged to wear it for the next 30 days. Thank you, be safe!!! Randy.” 
 
Now to the awards. 
 
Brookhaven Officers Jonathan Zebley and Joseph Fuller (now full-time with Haverford Township effective  
June 15, 2016) and Upper Providence Police Officer Michael Habel (a former Brookhaven part-time officer) 
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were given a Meritorious Award for bringing the Home Invasion that occurred on May 8 in the 100 block of 
East Brookhaven Road to a successful conclusion, even though Officer Fuller fell and hit his head. The wound 
required 14 stitches. Officer Fuller also administered NARCAN on May 8 in Upland Borough while their police 
were busy on another call. 
 
Brookhaven Officers Matthew Hughes, Kevin Crouse, Jonathan Zebley, and Robert Barth all received Life 
Saving Awards for administering NARCAN to individuals who had overdosed.  Officers Hughes, Zebley and 
Crouse responded on May 17 to the 3400 block of 11th Street and administered the drug. On June 15 Officers 
Hughes and Barth responded to a Parkside resident’s report to 9.1.1.about a motorist driving erratic and 
dangerously. Officers Barth and Hughes responded, found the motorist unconscious in his car which he had 
driven into the Kentucky Fried Chicken/Taco Bell parking lot. The car was still in gear too. Officers Barth and 
Hughes administered NARCAN but the motorist did not respond. Our EMS administered a second dose and the 
subject survived. Officer Barth took the vehicle out of drive and secured it. Chief McGoldrick wrote a thank 
you letter to the Parkside resident who not only helped save the life of the motorist but also others that had been 
put in harm’s way. 
 
Mayor Hess and Chief McGoldrick presented Police Secretary, Sandra Fuller, with a plaque honoring her for 35 
years of service. State Representative Leanne Krueger-Braneky presented her with a Resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives. 
 
Mayor Hess presented Chief McGoldrick with a plaque honoring him for his 30 years of service. State 
Representative Leanne Krueger-Braneky presented him with a Resolution adopted by the House of 
Representatives. She also had a flag flown over the House of Representatives in his honor.  
 
SCHOOL BOARD REPORT – Mr. Kuminka will return when school opens in September. 
 
FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT – Chief Montella 
 
For the month of June and Year to Date, Chief Montella reported the following statistics: 
Type      Month    Year to Date 
Fire Incidents       7     21 
Non-Fire Incidents      13     94 
Mutual Aids     26               135 
Drills        3      26      
     Total     49               276 
 
Loss 
Structure    $    16,500              $     19,500 
Contents    $      5,100              $       5,500 
Vehicles    $             0                          $     41,500 
Loss Total    $     21,600              $     66,500 
Property Endangered                          $1,000,000                                         $1,125,000 
 
There was no firefighter or Civilian injuries or deaths during the first six months of the year. 
 
The Manpower report shows 49 Fire calls with an average number of people participating 16 for 650 hours. 
Year to Date total for Manpower is 3,275 hours. 
For Training there were 3 sessions in June with an average number of people participating 28 for 147 hours. 
Year to Date total for Training is 1,481 hours. 
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Brookhaven Fire Company (BFC) responded to the following incidents in Brookhaven: 6 motor vehicle 
accidents, 1 at 204 Edwards Drive, one in the 4700 block of Edgmont Avenue, one at Brookhaven Road and 
Mount Vernon Avenue, 1 at 162 East Brookhaven Road, 1 at the intersection of Dutton Mill Road and Lincoln 
Drive, one at 4115 Edgmont Avenue. There was a building fire at 600 Trimble Boulevard as a result of mulch 
catching fire, a building fire at McDonalds because of their grill and duct work, 3 building fires at Kentucky 
Fried Chicken 1 in their fryer,  1 in their electrical system and 1 in their microwave. Our Emergency Medical 
Services assisted with a cardiac arrest in the Wawa parking lot. The person’s life was saved by BFC’s EMS 
team, Fire Company responders and Crozer Chester Medical Center Paramedics. Brookhaven Police Officers 
were present also. The AED and CPR were used to revive the person. BFC assisted Upland Fire Company on a 
building fire at Upland Avenue and Kerlin Street, assisted Middletown Fire Company on a building fire at 
Elwyn Campus, Assisted Chester Township Fire Company on a building fire on Rainer road, assisted Chester 
Fire Department on a 2nd alarm building fire with entrapment at 3rd and Yarnell Streets and assisted Aston 
Township Fire Company on a building fire at the Neumann Life Center. 
 
Chief Montella said that Our Lady of Charity Church’s custodian cleaned up the debris on their property which 
satisfied the complaint of a Woodside Avenue (Upland) resident’s complaint. 
 
The EMS Statistics for June show 55 transports, 22 refusals, 15 fire/standbys for a total of 93. Total through 
June is 558. Call totals for the Borough were Brookhaven 52- 76; Media 23 – 2; Parkside 45 – 3; Middletown 
50 -1; Chester Township 47 -3; Nether Providence 65/51 – 3; Aston 17 – 1; Upland 57 – 1; Chester City 
100/82/83/81 – 4; There were 10 2nd Emergencies bringing the total through June to 27.  
 
Ms. Leslie said we still have a few blue light bulbs available in the Borough Office and we will be purchasing 
more. She continued saying on behalf of Council and Mayor Hess we are very lucky to have the Police, Fire and 
EMS Departments that we have. They get into a lot of hectic situations every day. We have a lot of respect for 
them. There is bad everywhere. You have to be a special person to do that job.  
 
Chief Montella asked for bullet-proof vests for our EMS personnel because they go into some dangerous areas. 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT – Mr. Maddren 
 
Mr. Maddren distributed a draft of the Ordinance to extend our 25 year agreement with Delaware County Solid 
Waste Department for another 25 years. It will be advertised for adoption at the August 1 Council Meeting. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT – Mayor Hess  
 
Aside from the awards made earlier this evening, Mayor Hess had nothing else to report. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL  
 
Ms. Sawicki made the motion and Mrs. Fooks the second to approve the Minutes from the May 23 Council 
Workshop. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Ms. Leslie made the motion and Mrs. Fooks the second to approve the Minutes from the June 6, 2016 Council 
Meeting. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 
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LIAISON TO ZONING HEARING BOARD, LIAISON TO RECREATION COMMITTEE, MEMBER 
GRANT COMMITTEE, MEMBER LONG RANGE DEVELOPMENT AND  MEMBER CONDO 
ASSOCIATION – Mr. LaPera 
 
There was nothing on the Zoning Hearing Board’s agenda so their June meeting was cancelled.  
 
On July 12, the Zoning Hearing Board will hear the case of Andrew Sitcoff , 3209 Edgmont Avenue who wants 
a variance from 1258.02 (b) !(1) and 1246.02 to convert the rear of the building into an apartment and any other 
special exceptions or variances that may be required for such use.   
 
Mr. Hampton has been very busy.  
 
The Recreation Committee will meet next Thursday and they have the following things on the horizon: 
July 14 at 7:00 Free to all Theatre in the Park, “Tartuffe” here at the Municipal Center—Rain or Shine 
September 24 Family Day from Noon-4:00 PM. Signups begin August 22 – See dates in May Newsletter 
October 2 – 15th Annual Golf Outing at Beckett Golf Club 
October 21 - Designer Bag Bingo in the Gymnasium at 7:00 PM 
October 29 - 12:00 Noon-3:00 PM Halloween Theme Gingerbread House Workshop $20 to participate 
Date to be determined – Trunk or Treat 
November 26 – 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM Photographs with Santa Claus in the Community Room 
 
BUSINESS AND REVITALIZATION COORDINATOR, CHAIR ORDINANCE COMMITTEE, MEMBER 
CONDO ASSOCIATOIN, SCHOOL BOARD LIAISON, CHAIR TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE, CHAIR 
GRANT COMMITTEE AND MEMBER POLICE COMMITTEE – Mrs. Fooks 
 
The Ordinance Committee will be meeting on July 21st. 
 
Business Revitalization News shows that Shop-Rite and Lowe’s in Plaza 352 have no official opening date yet. 
Plaza 352 will not be changing owners as reported last month. Katz Properties will continue to be the owners. 
Last week, the Shoppes at Brookhaven/Retail Sites owner had a meeting with some members of Council,  
Mr. Maddren and Mr. Catania. They discussed the ballfield timeline. Giant in the Shoppes at Brookhaven hopes 
to open in early November. The Brookhaven Shopping Center has a new owner and on June 13 Messrs. 
Wilwert, Maddren, Catania and Mrs. Fooks had a meeting with the new owner. He informed us that new 
sidewalks on Edgmont Avenue, parking lot renovations to include island/trees, and an architect is working on 
design for a new fresh look at the shopping center. The fire lanes will be marked with new signs and lines. He 
will also evaluate the fence that is directly behind the center. 
 
During the Website portion of her report, Mrs. Fooks said if anyone on Council has any news or information for 
the website, please e-mail it to her and she’ll get that uploaded. She will also share it on our Borough’s  
Facebook Page. 
 
Community News shows that the SPCA will hold their vaccination/chip clinic in our gymnasium on Tuesday, 
August 23 from 4:00-6:00 PM. Also a reminder that 2016 Dog Licenses are available for purchase at the 
Borough Office during normal business hours.  
 
CHAIR ARBOR/SHADE TREE COMMISSION, LIAISON TO HEALTH INSPECTORS AND HEALTH 
OFFICER, MEMBER OF GRANT COMMITTEE, LIAISON TO PLANNING COMMISSION, MEMBER 
LONG RANGE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE AND MEMBER FIRE COMMITTEE – Ms. Sawicki had no 
report. 
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CHAIR FINANCE AND INSURANCE COMMITTEE, CHAIR LONG RANGE DEVELOPMENT, 
MEMBER FIRE COMMITTEE, MEMBER CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION AND CHAIR CONDO 
ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE – Mr. Linowski  
 
Mr. Linowski broke out the bill list explaining it as follows: General Fund $109,922.32, Trash fund $1,027.77, 
Sewer Fund $15,384.58 and Road Fund $6,375.00 for a total of $132,709.57.Mr. Linowski made the motion 
and Mrs. Fooks the second to approve the bill list. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Mr. Linowski continued his report by saying that the Borough gave the Brookhaven Volunteer Fire Company 
$350,000 for the new fire truck which we should get within the next month. It will be delivered to the Fire 
Company. 
 
He said the Borough is in great financial condition.  
 
Mr. Linowski said Family Day will be great. He thanked the Family Day Committee for keeping him informed. 
 
CHAIR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ADMINISTRATION, CHAIR RECYCLING/TRASH 
COMMITTEE AND CHAIR POLICE COMMITTEE – Ms. Leslie 
 
Ms. Leslie said that Shop-Rite and Brookhaven Cocco's give veterans a discount. 
 
At the last Electronics Recycling Day at the Municipal Center we collected 18.9 tons of materials.  
 
The next Electronics/Shred-It event will be on Saturday, October 15 from 9:00 until 12:00 Noon. Because of the 
Quilt Show being held in the Municipal Center, the drop off point will be at the Fire Company parking lot. 
 
CHAIR PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS, LIAISON TO HOLIDAY PARADE COMMITTEE, CHAIR 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANS, MEMBER TRAFFIC CALMING COMMITTEE AND MEMBER POLICE 
COMMITTEE – Mr. Donaway 
 
Mr. Donaway said that he attended a Chester, Ridley, Crum Creek Watershed sponsored seminar that was held 
at our Municipal Center. He was disappointed with the seminar. He’s still paging through information from that 
seminar. We should probably form a Municipal Clean Water Committee to work on projects that would bring 
money in.  
 
On Saturday there was a sewer backup at Wawa. The sewage came out of Wawa and down behind the 
firehouse. He met with Fire Marshal Leslie and by the end of the day everything was cleaned up. Food Related 
Health Officer Helen Raport also came to the scene. 
 
Among other things, the Borough Public Works Employees filled potholes, took care of a sinkhole near a storm 
water inlet on Whitely Road, mulches the traffic islands, did a second cut at the empty house at 401 Dutton Mill  
Road and fixed the fall zone at Sommerville Park. 
 
Mr. Donaway said that the Holiday Parade will be dedicated to firefighters and first responders. The Committee 
is losing a valuable member and her service will be missed. The Committee needs volunteers.  
 
Mrs. Fooks asked Mr. Donaway about the status of the Middletown Township Dutton Mill Road Sewer Project. 
He said work hasn’t begun yet. 
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CHAIR INSPECTORS AND FIRE MARSHAL, DEPUTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
COORDINATOR, CHAIR TRAFFIC CALMING, MEMBER TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE AND 
MEMBER HISTORICAL SOCIETY COMMITTEE – Mr. Wilwert 
 
Mr. Wilwert said the Building Inspector and Code Enforcement Officer’s written report to him for June shows 
28 Rental Property Inspections, 10 Property Transfer Inspections, 61 Permits Issued, 187 Permit Related 
Inspections and 27 Property Maintenance Related Inspections. 
 
Mr. Wilwert said Town Watch is still going strong. They are patrolling every week but they are not as busy as 
they use to be. They are coming up with some new ideas for fund raising. They appreciate the support that the 
Recreation and Holiday Parade Committee give them. Their Craft Show will be held on November 26 from 
9:00 AM until 3:00 PM. 
 
He thanked everyone for coming to the meeting tonight. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT – Mr. Catania 
 
Mr. Catania said their office has reviewed the single bid for the Police Station Flooring project and recommends 
rejection of same and that the project should be re-advertised. Mr. Donaway made the motion and Mrs. Fooks 
the second to accept the recommendation of the Borough Engineer’s Office. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Catania recommended the replacement of two RAS Pumps at the Wastewater Treatment Plant. The cost is 
$2,625.40 plus freight. Mr. Donaway so moved and Mr. Linowski made the second. Motion carried by 
unanimous vote. 
 
Regarding the Shoppes at Brookhaven, he recommended Escrow Release #5 as follows:  
   Phase 1-3 $561,406.28 
   Phase 4-6 $           0.00  
   Ballfield   $ 10,229.40 
 
Mr. Linowski made the motion and Mr. LaPera the second. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
A storm sewer repair was necessary at 414 Edwards Drive. Mr. Donaway made the motion and Mrs. Fooks the 
second to ratify this expense. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
A quote was received to fix the leaking joints in the Municipal Center’s leaking roof. The quote came from  
L. J. Paolella and was $8,700.00. Mr. Donaway made the motion and Mr. Linowski the second to accept the 
quote. Motion carried by Roll Call Vote of Council as follows: Mr. Donaway – Yes, Mrs. Fooks – Yes, Mr. 
LaPera – Abstained because he has a “working relationship” with the company; Ms. Leslie – Yes,  
Mr. Linowski – Yes, Ms. Sawicki – Yes and Mr. Wilwert – Yes.  
 
INSPECTORS’ REPORTS 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH – Mrs. Warfield said she has Court dates in July and August. 
 
FIRE MARSHAL – Mr. Leslie 
 
The former Hallmark Card/Gift Shop will be used by Shop-Rite for interviewing prospective employees. A 
temporary Certificate of Occupancy has been issued. 
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Mr. Leslie said new information is coming in all the time about solar panels. He and Mr. Maddren are both 
working on it trying to make it as current as it can possibly be. 
 
Lowes “has some issues”. He will try to meet with Mr. Catania. The grade of the motor vehicle and pedestrian 
entrance on Whitely Road needs to be addressed. Also, it’s still too steep for the fire trucks. They scrape the 
surface. 
 
Mr. Leslie said we’re still having problems with delayed 9.1.1. calls. If you see smoke, smell smoke, gas or 
anything suspicious, call 9.1.1. immediately. 
 
There is a “serious problem” with addresses on Edgmont Avenue. Kentucky Fried Chicken/Taco Bell alarm 
comes in as Faith Community Church where there is the church, a house and a garage—all need addresses. 
Mr. Catania was asked to help with this problem. 
 
Regarding the issue about jake brakes and brake retarders on East Brookhaven Road that Mr. Karlunas brought 
up during Public Discussion, Mr. Leslie asked if there is anything in the codes about truck weights. Mr. Wilwert 
said this is a State Highway and he didn’t know. 
 
ZONING OFFICER – Mr. Hampton 
 
Mr. Hampton said he will be meeting with the company who will be doing Shop-Rite’s signs. The meeting will 
be on Wednesday, July 13. 
 
Mr. Hampton said he has spoken to someone who may be interested in the stores between Lowes and Caruso’s 
Music Store. All of those stores would be combined into one. 
 
Mr. Hampton asked to meet with Mr. Maddren after the meeting. 
 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION – No one wished to address Council and with that Ms. Sawicki made the motion and  
Mrs. Fooks the second to adjourn. Motion carried by unanimous vote. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
      Mary Ellen McKinley 
      Borough Secretary 
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